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e poem based on

ort story, your
sical depiction of the
ful night wdien'Schoolmaster Ichabod Crane
s up with “the fabled Headless Horseman.
imsical, romantic and frightening, this piece
is sure t the imaginations of your students
and udience. A great challenge for the more
adyanced string orchestra, and a wonderful lesson
tohe painting.
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ProGramM NOTES

Legend of Sleepy Hollow is a tone poem based on Washington Irving’s famous short story. In the first,part of
the piece, the three main characters are introduced, each represented by a different theme:

The Apparition of the Headless Horseman (m. 7) is a favorite legend shared amongst t
Hollow, many of whom claim to have seen him riding his horse “in the gloom of ni
the wind.” The second half of this theme incorporates the “Dies irae” (“Day of Wrath”)
Mass.

Ichabod Crane is the local Schoolmaster. His theme (m. 37) is loosely based
“Gandeamus igitur,” used by Brahms in his “Academic Festival Overtuse
choir director, phrases from the psalm tune “Old 100th” (“Doxolg

Katrina Van Tassel is the daughter of an affluent Dutch farmer. 506) is playf] &irtatious.
She is described by Irving as “a little of a coquette, with a pro i t displayed the

prettiest foot and ankle in the country round.” Ichabod soon takes eir themes are

petticoat
st in Kaé
intertwined (m. 72) and followed by a love theme that is derived from the initQpa n theme.

The real action in the story begins at a dance at the f Katrina’s father ( ). Ichabod and Katrina’s
themes are presented in 3/4 time (mm. 110 and 1 en heard si neously as the couple dances
together (m. 127). The men folk then gather stories and goblins (m. 147).

After the dance, Ichabod is rejected by nd begins to s].wl& is horse homeward (m. 167). With
ghost stories filling his head, he soon b

tened, and y begins whistling the psalm tune (m.
173). Suddenly, out of the , the houette éApparmon appears (m. 180), carrying his
head on the pommel of his sad orr ck Icha s off on his horse, and the chase begins (m.
186)—“Away, then, they dashed t thick and th1 s flying and sparks flashing at every bound.”

The Headless Horsem and hurls hi dQchabod (m. 234), knocking him off his horse, into the
dust (m. 236). The Ap es off an%ars into the night. Ichabod is never again seen in Sleepy
Hollow, but th of hls st is often heatd “chanting a melancholy psalm tune among the tranquil
solitudes of SI

ow.” A final qu@om the Apparition theme ends the piece.

0 Notes To THE CONDUCTOR
casures{l73-177, harmomcs marked with a “4” and a “1” are “artificial harmonics”— press firmly

the first ﬁnger bottom note (“regular” notehead) while touchmg the upper note (“diamond”
otehead) lightl e fourth finger. For those marked “O” and “3,” play the open string (bottom
e) while tou the ‘diamond” note lightly with the third finger. The sounding pitch for all of these
monlcs o octaves above the “regular notehead” note. In measures 245-249, the high B is a
natu al har ic —hghtly touch the E string with the fourth finger in first position (B). The printed note
will so d
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CONDUCTOR SCORE Legend of Sleepy Hollow
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L’istesso tempo, ma piu scherzando
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“She soon found favor in his eyes”
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“The lady of his heart was his
partner in the dance”
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