INDIA

FESTIVAL: DIWALI (The Festival of Lights)

As the days get shomter and the nights get longer, the people of India get ready to oclebeate a holiday called Diwali,
or “The Festival of Light=" It i beld on the night of the full moos of late October or early Novembser, In northem
lslia, people set up a gow of lamps outside their Bosme 1o remember the brave and legendary Bing Bama. Fos
Insliars Bving in the sowth, it i% & time bo invite Lagmi, the podides of wealth and |.'|'|.'I1.Il:|', o visit their homes. Like
many people in the world, Indians want 1o make the best of the darker days of winter One way to celebmte & w
play misac? Al kinds of music and darsce con be seem and heard throvghoit India, and in comenunaty centers in the
United States, Duaring Diwali, you might boear chalden singeng “Mevaya balana sakbasd” along with a sechody nstra-
menit | a sitar, for example) and a percussion instrument [fabla). The words in this song tell aboug how it is impor-
tant for young people to be good students 20 they grow up 1o be sucoessfal adults

Aeyaya balano sakkad Wi b Swit. CHARDE R EUAY

English Lyrics by JOHN HIGGINS
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child-bood W & g, it's pass-ing by so fast,  we can nev-er AP - pre - G- ble.
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Ths s the time when we have dhe pow - & o learm  and  grow
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Ehis i the time when we all can build on  the thinge we know
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