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B TRUMPET 1
B* TRUMPET 2 SATB/CHILDREN'S CHORUS
BF TRUMPET 3

Complete Set (40 Choral Octavos included) 04490084
Full Score 04490085
Additional Octavos 08741511

Composing the musical score for Steven Spielberg’s very moving film, Amistad presented
a particular challenge. The story required that the music form a connecting bridge
between the rich oral traditions of African tribal culture and Quaker-inspired music of
early 19th century America.

For some of the scenes requiring an African texture, I felt that the use of children’s voices
would be particularly effective. This seemed especially true in the final “boat” scene when
the Africans, now free, were returning home. As [ searched for a text of what the children
might sing, | discovered in a volume of West African poetry, a poem by Bernard Dadié
written decades ago, which was entitled “Dry Your Tears, Africa Your Children Are
Coming Home.” | was thrilled to discover this, however accidentally, as it seemed ideal
for the final scene of this film. Iwas especially excited to learn that Bernard Dadié is alive,
well, living in Africa, and pleased that we wished to use his poem for the film's musical
SC0Te,

The words of the song that I wanted to write would of course, have to be sung in Mende,
the native tongue of the Africans associated with this true story, and so with the help of a
translator at the Sierra Leone embassy in Washington D.C,, I arranged to have the poem
translated from English into Mende.

After slightly adjusting some of the text to fit the musical phrases, and with Mr. Dadié’s
permission, and adding some generic phrases such as..."sing a song of joy..hush child
don’t cry”, it only remained to teach our children’s choir to phonetically sing the song.

I was particularly pleased that after we had completed the film and music | had the
pleasure of meeting Bernard Dadié’s family at the Washington D.C. premiere of the film.
It was wonderful to realize once again how music has the power to join people together

who are otherwise separated by oceans and continents.
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DRY YOUR TEARS, AFRIKA

From AMISTAD
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From AMISTAD

DRY YOUR TEARS, AFRIKA

B’ CLARINET 1 Music by
JOHN WILLIAMS
Ben Ritmato
[l 4 E — S — —— o
S = 1 =2 £ i —
} = - i

1

g O
hi)

)

v

i

L}

T

f;

i - - —  ——— -
| 1 ¥i Fi L 1 L L |
__-J 1 JI. I. 1 —
21 -
— - |.—_‘\ ;. Il‘ : L7} h e A =
- _P_g_lp_y_!g — — - ¢ .
'.} | | — L’ L’
2l —— o "
b IL'\ LS ] - J‘L\ - I“\ e
% = Y.y RO . —— '2I_F__!_FF .
Py T— - T — | —
32 — — —_—

™
I

™

™
e

E‘.E&:
Il
ji
MG

[\

SRt )
T
{[R
F39C

e

™
i

4
6 mf

A — e — _— = — 2 =
& e r—rr e ——

1 — 1 i —
] 1 —1 — ¥
e | T —— ’
b —_—

Copyright © 1997 Songs of SKG (BMI)
Worldwide Rights for Songs of SKG Administered by Cherry River Music Co. {BMI)
International Copyright Secured  All Rights Reserved Ltk incinde s sdapied excerbt

(4490084 from the poem “Dry Your Tears, Africa”
Dry Your Tears, Afrika - 1 by Bernard Dadié (© 1967 Bernard Dadié)
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