3. Fingerpicking

Fingers and thumhbs

The earliest recordings of Dylan playing fingerpicked guitar are
probably from May 1961 Gn the so-called Parcy Tape, recorded
at Boanie Beecher's apartment o6 his firdt trip back 1o Minnesota
from Mew York, Dylan plays through a mised bag of over twenty
Tolk ard blues standards, together with some Guthsie songs and a
sing le self-penned ditty to Bonnie hersell.
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The set includes two sangs sung to a confidently ingerpicked
Buitar accomparsment: 3 Reverend Gary Duavis ramiber, 'Death
Dam't Have Na Mercy’ and *Railrasd B, a popular obd folk blues.
On 'Radlroad Bal', Dylan picks in a syncopated ragtime stybe, with
o< caled walk-ups and walk-cossms in the bass to reach the next
chord. His thumb technique provides & regudas, solld beat, and at
the age of twenty, he's clearly adept at moving stepwise in the
bass this way, althaugh these walking lines never really establsh
theresehves in Dylar's awn songs.
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FRailroad Bil, the tale of & fugitive variously portrayed a8 a
marderous desperada or herolc Robin Hood figune, was based on
& eeal-life outlaw in Alsbama. A ballad detailing his exphoits first
appeared in w55 and it his been a standard inthe folk repertoire
ewer since, Pve collected a few different versions together to
highlight varkows aspects of lingerpicking technigue that Dylsn
would soon absorb into his own playing,

Dylan wad certainly famikar with Cisco Howiton's vertion, releaied
by Folkways in 1953 on poo Miles And Other 8, R. Songs. Houston,
a chose friemd of Woody Guthrie and sometime performer with
thie Almanac Sinpers, plays this song in drep O tuning. The thumb
continuously alter nates between the open dth and 4th sirings
againgt syncopated upper string notes in a famiiar Travis-style
pattern {see Travis pleking. p. xaiv). With the law D string. this
alternating thumb note creates a drone that we'll see in various
incarnations of Rocks And Gravel’, Notice too haw the thumb
wraps around the Gzh string 1o fret a low E beneath the A chord.




Singer, songwriter, performer, author, poet, visual artist, and now the first
American songwriter to win a Nobel Prize in literature, Bob Dylan is one of the
most widely-influential figures in popular culture,

In this folio, enjoy every song written and recorded by Bob Dylan in chord
songbook format. Incledes chord symbols, guitar chord shapes and full lyrics,
featuring a specially-written foreword by Jimmy Webb.
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Bob Dylan! it's like Lrysng to talk sbout the Pyramads
What do you do? Yoal st stand back sndl_ gape

The firsr time | bheard Bob Dylan,
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that sourded e omebody'd kicked cpen
ke door Lo your fmand - Like A Boling Stone’
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that | had ever heand. I wad kean and B §ounded
womiehdw timolianetaihy young snd adult”

Bruce Springstesn
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