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PROGRAM NOTES

French composer, keyboardist and conductor Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921) composed 
The Carnival of the Animals in 1886. This fourteen-movement suite contains some of Saint-
Saëns’ most popular melodies. In 2003, Christopher Wheeldon wrote a ballet to the music, 
with actor and author John Lithgow writing the narration.

The suite opens with the Introduction and Royal March of the Lion, which contains music that 
is both majestic and descriptive: the opening fanfare announces the entrance of the “King of 
the Jungle,” and the middle section depicts the lion’s roar.

Royal March of the Lion
From The Carnival of the Animals

CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS (1835–1931) 
Arranged by MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	10	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	10	 Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 6	 E b Alto Saxophone
	 4	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 2	 E b Baritone Saxophone
	 8	 Bb Trumpet
	 4	 F Horn

	 6	 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon
	 2	 Baritone Treble Clef 

(World Part Trombone in Bb Treble Clef )
	 4	 Tuba
	 1	 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells)
	 1	 Optional Timpani 

(Tune: G, C)
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 2	 Percussion 2 

(Tambourine, Suspended Cymbal)

World Parts
Available for download from 

www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in E b
Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in E b Bass Clef
Tuba in E b Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef

Grade 1BEGINNING BAND

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



&
&
&
&

&
&
&

&
&
?
?

&
?

ã

ã

b bb
b bb
b
b

b

b
b b

b bb
b bb
b bb

b bb

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Oboe

Bb Trumpet
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Bassoon

Flute

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

F Horn

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal)
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By Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1931)
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Royal March of the Lion
From “The Carnival of the Animals”

FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 2:15
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