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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Greensleeves is a traditional English folk song dating back to the sixteenth century. The tune has undergone many variations
and the lyrics have been adapted to fit different purposes. By the end of the 17th century it was arguably the most pop,
piece of music. The tune was then applied to a Christmas hymn and this led to more variations in the next century, th
culminating in the popular Christmas carol “What Child Is This?,” written in 1865 by William Chatterton Dix.

By the 20th century, Greensleeves had a classical makeover by English composer Ralph Vaughan-\A
arranged his “Fantasia on Greensleeves,” the best-known rendition to this day.

This arrangement is written in a moderate jazz waltz tempo, which should be played “in one.” The mostly

tutti for the entire ensemble, except the left hand piano and bass. At m. 9, the alto saxes and 1s end the
introduction with a very simple motif. 0
The trumpets have the melody at m. 17 with some padding in the saxes. Check the rh in the keyboard, g d
saxes to ensured that it is played lightly and tight.

At m. 25, the trombones and tenor saxes have the melody for the first four measur ets and aIt up the
melody while the trombone and tenors have a very simple counter line.

For the section at mm. 35-49, the harmonic changes give the piece a e interlude as

the melody is shared between saxes, trumpets, and trombone. The s 1 follows this, s the same as the

section at m. 9. ‘

Starting at m. 59-75, there is a suggested solo written for the 1s mprovismncouraged early, have the
saxophonist learn the suggested written solo first—this wi hat he or she w good, as the written solo
follows the chord changes. Then, encourage the saxopho iati %has been written, and eventually
have the player come up with his or her own ideas ting, the written solo will serve as
a musical security blanket. In this section, make certai ept'under the soloist.

Regarding articulation, staccatos are short

clipped too sho nd marcato or rooftop accents (A) are played
detached and accented. 0

d sl t, and @ready, played up to tempo. To establish the groove
mble to keep in theljazz waltz “one feel” throughout.

It is suggested that the piece be re
of this piece, it is important for th

| know that your students i njoy thw rendition of Greensleeves and that this arrangement is going to

make the ensembl i !
Enjoy! 0
0 —Victor Lépez

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lopez is a highly acclaimed educator,
composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds
music degrees from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in
Educational Administration and Supervision. He has
served as director of bands at the middle and
senior high school levels and as an administrator
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. He has
recorded and performed with various artists and
has appeared in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements published as
an exclusive composer, arranger, and clinician for
Alfred Music.
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