The Longest Time

Words and Music by Billy Joel

This song was recorded almost completely ‘a cappella’, with the exception of a bass guitar as the only instrument
accompanying Joel's many vecal tracks. From his 1983 album, An lnnocent Man, Joel originally wanted this song
performed with a vocal group, but due to availability issues, he ended up singing all the tracks himself. In order to
avoid having the same vocal tone on every track, Joel invented characters for each part to vary his performances!

Hints & Tips: This song Is in 2/2: two minims/half notes per bar, so it needs to feel like it's in ‘two’
rather than ‘four’. At the same time, it shouldn't sound rushed: it should roll along in a relaxed style.
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Piano Man

Words and Music by Billy Joel

When his debut album, Cold Spring Harbor, didn't do too well in the charts in 1971, Joel was forced to find

work and played for six months at The Executive Roem pianc bar in Los Angeles. During this time, Joel got

to know the regulars and wrote ‘Piano Man’ about his time in the residency. including stories of real people
he met at the venue. The Executive Room has since been demolished and a strip mall built in its place.

Hints & Tips: This song is in ‘three’, so it feels a bit like a pop waltz. The left hand can
be reduced to just one note in most bars if you find that easier, aithough take care
in places where the left hand needs to supply a melody note, e.g. in bars 16-17.
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16 Billy Joel hits in easy-to-play arrangements for plane,
Presented with background notes and performance tips for every song.

Honesty

It's Still Rock and Roll to Me
Just the Way You Are

The Longest Time

Movin' Out (Anthony's Seng)
My Life

New York State of Mind
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Only the Good Die Young
Piano Man

The River of Dreams
She's Always a Woman
She’s Got a Way

Uptown Girl

Vienna

We Didn’t Start the Fire
You May Be Right
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She’s Always a Woman

Words and Music by Billy Joel

Joel's relationship with first wife, Elizabeth Weber, started out as an affair, as Weber was married to
Joel's drummer at the time, Jon Small. After Small discovered the affair, Weber wasn't seen for several
weeks, leaving Joel heartbroken, befare her return to him and their consequent marriage. This song
was wiritten about Weber, who rallied against traditional gender roles of the time, becoming Joel's
manager and working in a male-dominated industry with great success for a number of years,

nce you're comfortable with the notes of this song, you can take it a little faster,
‘ane-in-a-bar’, Take care with the flats at the bottom of the third page. It feels
far away from the home key at this point. Listening to the 5ong would be a good idea.
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