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ETUDE 1

“Nice Tuxedo” by Mike Block

3:2 Polyrhythm ¢ Aeolian Mode ¢ Improvisation

[BEGINNER]

“Nice Tuxedo” is the first and simplest of six polyrhythmic etudes that were
all written from a shared template. Always practice these with a metronome
to work on maintaining a strong pulse, unaffected by the subdivisions and
accents being performed.

Each of these etudes focuses on a different polyrhythm, and features a
different Greek mode, based on the major scale. These are the modes of D
major (lonian).
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4 CONTEMPORARY CELLD ETUDES

o Nice Tuxedo

A 3-against-2 Polyrhythm Etude in D Aeolian

Mike Block
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Etude 2. “Cradle Song” (Braun) T

0 Cradle Song

Caprice for Right-Hand Pizzicato

2
Stephan Braun
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FIG. 2.2. “Cradle Song"
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